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Old Chuckatuck Church 


St. John’s Traces Deep Into Past 


A colonial vestry book has 
fortunately been preserved 
for Suffolk parish, which was 
formed about 1725, through 
the union of the Lower and 
Chuckatuck parishes. Suffolk 
parish never included the 
present city of Suffolk and the 
name as applied to the parish 
antedated the founding of the 
city by at least seventeen 
years. This vestry book ex- 
tends from 1749 to 1786, but 
reopens after a lapse of forty 
years and continues until 
1856. 

At its opening in 1749, the 


existence of a Chuckatuck 
Church, which is proved by 
later entries to have been the 
second of that name. Two 
years later, on the 15th 
November, 1751, the vestry 
met at this church and 
provided for its replacement 
by a new building, through 
the following order: ‘The 
Vestry having this day come 
to a Resolution to Build a 
Brick Church in 


Chuckatuck near the place 
where the old one stands 60 
feet in Length & 30 in Bredth 
from Out to Out with Cum- 


the Churchwardens Apply to 
Some skillful person in 
Building for a Draught for the 
Same & that they give notice 
in the Virginia Gazette the 
time & place the sd. Church is 
to be Sett up to the Cheepest 
Undertaker & that Jon 
Godwin, Anthony Holladay & 
John King Lay out the 
Ground for the said Church 
and Yard.” 

On the 20th May, 1752, the 
vestry met again at the 
church and awarded the 
contract for the new building. 
The successful ‘“‘undertaker”’ 


—_ 


Allmand and the price was 
350 pound, of which 100 
pound was to be payable 
‘on the Laying of the _ first 
Brick provided he be 
Ready to go on with the 
Laying the Others’, 120 


pound more “‘at Covering the. 


said Church in, and the 
remainder at finishing the 
same”’. The contractor gave 
bond for the completion of the 
church within three years 
from the end of the following 
July. 

Both of these important 
entries are misdated 1753, 


part of the clerk, who copied 
the vestry record into a new- 
book in that year. This is 
evident from the sequence of 
entries, since the two in 
question precede vestry 
minutes for December, 1752. 
It is also confirmed by the 
following advertisement in 
the Virginia Gazette for April 
24, 1752: “To be LET the 
Building of a new Brick 
Church in Suffolk Parish near 
the old one in Chuckatuck on 
Wednesday, the 20th day of 
May next. A Plan of the same 
is to be produced to the 


through inadvertence on the Undertaker by Anthony 
Holladay, Nathaniel Wright, 
churchwardens.”’ 

On the 2nd September, 1755, 
this new Chuckatuck Church 
was provisionally accepted 
by the vestry, who reserved 
50 pound of the price until the 
church should be finished. 
The contractor was granted 
until the Ist May, 1756, to 
complete the work or forfeit 
the final payment to 
whatever person was then 
hired to finish the building. 
On the date of the new 
church’s acceptance, the 
church-warden was ordered 
to “advertise the Pulling 
down the Old Church and 
Clearing the Yard’’, thus 
proving that the preceding 
building was still standing 
and therefore occupied a 
different site from that of the 
-new church. The present 
Chuckatuck Church can be 
identified as the new struc- 
ture of 1756, and the recent 
discovery of a tower foun- 
dation on the same site, 
clearly belonging to the first 
Chuckatuck Church, com- 
pletes the proof that there 
were three churches of that 
name, built alternately on 
two adjoining sites in the 
existing churchyard. 


vestry book reveals the or contractor was Moses 


pass Sealing. Ordered that 


The third Chuckatuck Church (St. John’s Church) as it appears today. 


Titles Fixed By Burgesses 


1734. -- The house of meaning ‘adder.’ The old 
Christopher Jackson had Indian Town just west of 
been burned. He was the Courtland takes its name 
Clerk of Nansemond County from these Indians. 


. and f th 
records of the county were 4k RARE 4 


records of the county were 
Ben Franklin 3 


destroyed. An Act was passed 
by the House of Burgesses to 

took great pride 
in being a 


fix the titles to lands in the 
PRINTER! 
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FOR 
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county, and all land owners 
who wished to could report to 
the commission and prove 
their titles. For several years 
there was a list each year of 
people who had proved their 
titles, and by these we learn 


of many of the early 

inhabitants of the county as 

follows: Contance’s 10 DO WE 
pounds; Lawrence’s 15 

pounds; Sleepy Hole 10 —_—— | 


pounds. The salary of the 
inspectors were as follows: 
Lawrence’s 35 _ pounds; 
Sleepy Hole 30 pounds; 
Constance’s 35 pounds, per 
annum. A part of Nansemond 
County was taken off and 
added to Isle of Wight. The 
Nottoway Indians were 
allowed to sell a part of their 
lands. The Nottoways were 
an Iroquois tribe living on 
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Our Counrty Has Made Substantial 
Progress In Its 200 History ... 


DRI IR TTR ROI I IOI IA IAA AAA A A IO 
2 : 
DOH I III I IKI II III KK KKK KKK KICK 


i 


MOVING is a little 
different now... 


FOR 25 YEARS in 
Tidewater... We’re Ready 
to MOVE When You Are, 
get, 24 Hours A Day, 

365 Days Of The Year! 


25 years existence is a remarkable feat for any cor- 
poration, but especially when it involves 24 hours 
availability, 365 days of the year. It takes real 
dedication, quality personnel and no small amount of 
customer satisfaction to keep a business this suc- 
cessful for this length of time. 


And Simpson Transfer & Storage Corporation has done 
it all. We’ve been helping our military and civilian 
neighbors with quality moving skills and knowhow for 


Your Home of Colonial and Traditional Furniture Since 1958 
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No record has been found of 
the date of construction of the 
second church, but it was 
probably built about the year 
1700 or even earlier. Its site 
may be indicated by brick 
remains near the southeast 
corner of the churchyard, 
which are extensive enough 
to represent the foundation of 
a brick building having the 
same dimensions as the 
present church. If so, the 
second Chuckatuck Church 
was located with its nor- 
thwest corner about thirty 
feet east and fifty feet south 
of the southeast corner of the 
existing church building. 

The third Chuckatuck 
Church is still in service as 
St. John’s Church, a name 
first applied to it in 1845, in 
accordance with the 
prevailing fashion’ of 
renaming colonial churches 
with saints’ names. It stands 
on the brow of a flat-topped 
hill overlooking Cedar Creek, 
beside the old road leading to 
the ancient Sleey Hole ferry 
across the Nansemond River. 
The old ferry has been 
replaced by a modern toll 
bridge, crossed by a private 
road which joins the old high- 
way just east of the church. 
Land grants show that the 
earliest permanent’ set- 
tlements in what is now 
Nansemond County were in 
the vicinity of Sleepy Hole, 
which accounts for the 
location of the first parish 
church near this ferry. 

The present Chuckatuck 
Church is an exception to the 
general rule that all colonial 
churches were set east and 
west, since it lies more nearly 
northeast and southwest, 
with the chancel in the nor- 
theast end. To simplify 
reference to its arrangement, 
directions are herein ex- 
pressed, as if the church were 
in its conventional east and 
west location. It is a rec- 
tangular building about sixty 
by thirty feet outside, as 
specified. Its walls are 
twenty-one inches thick and 
are laid up in Flemish bond, 
with glazed headers. High up 


Leaves Of History 


March 5, 1728. — The 
Commissioners appointed by 
Virginia and North Carolina 
to have the line between the 
two provinces surveyed met 
at Coratuck inlet and began 
to run this line. At the head of 
the Virginia Commission was 
Col. William Byrd, of 
Westover, who gave an ac- 
count of the work, and a 
description of the country at 
that time. This has since been 
published and has 
become one of the best 
sources of information about 
Nansemond County at that 
early day. 


+) Wael 
om ik 
IIR Ye 


Please! AT 


*METERED 
DELIVERY 


*BUDGET 
PAYMENT 


QUALITY 


ie RIERA ECS LASERS SEETORTTLESREE SSI 


WE AIM 


KIMBERLY OIL 


729 WN. MAIN ST. CALL 539-3464 


YOUR LOCAL 


AND TEXACO PRODUCTS 
+ AT KIMBERLY OIL CO. « 
“OUR CUSTOMERS ARE OUR WARM 


in the south wall, near its east 
end, there is cut the date 1753, 
indicating that the walls were 
completed in that year. This 
date is divided and combined 
with the initials A.H. and 
E.H., which are traditionally 
those of Anthony Holladay, 
churchwarden, and Esther 
his wife, in commemoration 
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of their having given the 
parish a release deed for the 
church’s site, long included in 
Holladay’s Point plantation. 

In accordance with colonial 
practice, the church 
originally had its main en- 
trance in the west end, and a 
secondary entrance in the 
south side near the chancel. 
These doorways were of 
classic pedimented type, as 
the remains of the west 
doorway prove. There were 
four windows in the north 
side, three in the south side, 
and two in the east end. About 
forty years ago, the old south 
doorway was converted into 
an additional window, and the 
two east windows were 
replaced by a smaller one on 
the center line. The aisle is 
still paved with flagstones, 
eighteen inches square, of 


brown sandstone. When the — 
aisle pavement was raised to 
the level of the present wood 
floor, some of _ these 
flagstones were used to form 
steps at the church door. The - 
old church originally had 
“clipped gables”, the roof. 
being hipped at the ends for 
half its depth. 3 
Because of the small size of . 
Chuckatuck parish, no. 
chapels of ease were required 
within its borders and none 
was built there after its . 
combination with the Lower 
parish. Chuckatuck Church _ 
was therefore well attended, | 
and in 1779 a vestry com-_ 
mittee was appointed ‘‘to see 
if it would be any disad- 
vantage to build one or two 
small galleries in the. 
Chuckatuck church, as the _ 
church is much crowded and __ 
there is so large a 
congregation commonly. 
attending the church that 
there is not room in the pews ° 
for their reception.”’ 
Following the disestablish- , 
ment of the Church of 
England, the old building was 
abandoned for a time, but 
was repaired and restored to © 
service in 1826. It continued in 
active use until 1856 and was 
again restored to service 
after the Civil War. The Rev. , 
E.P. Miner is now its rector. 
The building is in good repair, 
although its interior has 
never been restored to its 
colonial appearance. The. 
ancient churchyard contains , 
no gravestones of the colonial , 
period, but it is adorned with _ 
old cedars and box bushes | 
and is still used for burials, 


In the history of mankind, 
no nation has ever 
approached the freedom 


and opportunity that all 
Americans enjoy. 
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‘Red’ Williams, Owner 
ACROSS from Suffolk Plaza 


* 


Pra 


= ae da . 


FUEL OIL DEALER 


SERVING THE ENTIRE 
SUFFOLK AREA WITH 


TO 


ee Orn 


‘g 


EST FRIENDS 
eee Ome 


"Sa Pe ae Pree sesssaeaesoae’, 


by 
( 


en ‘Za 
XS oe ) 
Adi 


j 
fy 


*AUTOMATIC KEEP OZ foe 
FILL SERVICE { nN . 
“PROMPT 
COURTEOUS 

DELIVERIES 


